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What We Will Discuss

• Overview of Community 
Paramedicine in Alberta

• Education of Community 
Paramedics in Alberta
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About Me

• Community Paramedic Manager
• Advanced Care Paramedic 
• 14 years of Paramedic Experience 
• Father of 2 and 5 Year Old 



Overview of 
Community 
Paramedicine 
in Alberta 
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Over 100 
Practitioners 

Serve Over 40+ 
Communities 

Last year had 
over 18,600 

Patient Events 

Three Distinct 
“Teams”
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Community Paramedic Teams

• Community Response Team (CRT)
• City Center Team (CCT)
• Crisis Response and EMS (CREMS)
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What Does our CP’s Do?
• CVC &IV rehydration
• IV, SQ, IM, PO, PORT & PICC medication administration 

including IV antibiotics
• Specimen collection (blood, urine, wound)
• 70+ stocked medications
• Urinary catheterization 
• Wound closure & care (i.e. sutures, adhesive dressings)
• Oxygen and nebulizer therapy
• Prescription facilitation
• Coordination of community services
• Observational and focused assessments
• Blood Transfusions 
• Facilitated Diagnostic Imaging in community
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A Shift to Primary/Urgent Care 

Primary & Urgent Care
Emergency 
and Tertiary Prevention Rehabilitation

Preclinical Phase Clinical Phase Post-Clinical PhaseCommunity  
Paramedic

Community 
Paramedic

Delivering health care before emergencies begin
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How Do We Teach CPs? 
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Education Strategies

• Research Studies
• Employer Education 
• Partnership with Educational 

Institution  
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Educating Community Paramedics: A 
Grounded Theory Analysis

Lead by a team of Physicians, 
Medical Students and CP Leadership

To Determine Educational Needs of 
Community Paramedics
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Interviewed 20 experts
i.e. Community Paramedics, Regulators, Managers

Results identified core competencies of 
community paramedics identified by 
various stakeholders 

Used these findings to inform education of 
CP in Alberta
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Employer Education 

• New Staff Curriculum 

• Continuing Education Program 

• Developing a “community of practice”

• Based Upon Ongoing Staff Feedback
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In Class Training
• Central Venous Catheter & PICC Access
• Sutures, Staples, Specialized Wound 

Care
• Advanced Pharmacology 
• Dementia, Delirium and Depression
• Social Determinates of Health
• Palliative Medicine 
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Clinical Rotation
• PICC & PORT Training 
• ED Rotations 
• On Car Mentorship  
• Simulations and Shadow 

Shifts on Hospital Units 
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Continuing Education
• Either Staff or Management Initiated 

simulation, skills or new clinical topics 

• Required Monthly Education Topics 
and Skill Review
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Educational Institutions
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CP Extension Certificate

• MRU Program Developed in 2018
• Developed in Close consultation with 

Alberta CP program
• Delivered over two years
• Agreement to provide practicum sites
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CP Certificate Program
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Built partnerships to access Harvey Sim 
for advanced assessment training with 

various medical schools 



Thank You
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steven.amrhein@ahs.ca


